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Wadhurst Dramatic Club 

No Time for Fig Leaves – a comedy by Duncan Greenwood & Robert King
Wadhurst Commemoration Hall
Thursday 23rd May 2013

Director: Wendy Barr
Yes, this play was an interesting one.  First produced in 1964 before we actually had a lady Prime Minister! All the men have gone.  Women have taken over the country, there is a lady PM, First Lord of the Admiralty, Minister of Science, a Major, a Corporal and even the maid is butlering.  An atomic accident has caused this extraordinary problem, except two souls have survived and are found in an underground shelter.  The women keep them under close guard for both political and personal interests.  Then with the idea the world is now full of desirable women they try to escape.  Some very funny episodes mastered well with doors opening and closing, trouser removal, sitting upon a syringe, disguise, wanton women, lusting men.  A delightful recipe for a farce.
FRONT OF HOUSE: Email tickets were transposed into seats, with a warm welcome from the Northovers supported by helpers with programmes. The bar team were present and the sweet counter manned. I had a good chat with Wendy who was in her element directing her favourite form of theatre – farce - and we took our seats. Fewer people attending than previously experienced, but perhaps it was due to being first night.

PROGRAMME: A good firm A5 programme the front cover depicting a fig leaf.  Very nicely designed and printed, making interesting reading and I took five copies to be put forward into the NODA programme competition for next year.  Good warnings included reminding us to turn off mobiles and that there would be two loud bangs and they were!
SCENERY:  Once again, Colin and Nance designed and created an excellent set which opened the stage up beautifully.  The action takes place in the elegant reception room of Constance Claythorne’s country house.  Good furniture, dressing, and paintings with Annie Sutton providing super props.
MAKE UP: Amanda Dann had just the right styling and natural look make up for this play.  David Bainger certainly looked the business with his specially grown ‘winkco’ moustache.
COSTUME: Jill Haskell, you again produced perfect outfits - very good smart uniforms with sensible shoes, a classic PM and I did particularly like her riding gear in the opening giving us the feel for the country seat. 
SOUND/LIGHTING: John Bush using his expertise once more, always on the dot. 

THE PRODUCTION: A little tentative perhaps being the first night, with help needed from Dot Smytherman on the book.  However, generally moved along nicely with much coming and going as you might expect. Grainne Murphy as the wonderfully funny maid/butler Dora was a little too enthusiastic with the door, but John B was coming to the rescue here and was to add a brace to avoid further scenery wobble. Wendy Barr got her teeth into this production and enjoyed every minute producing her favourite form of theatre. Catherine Whitehead played Constance PM with aplomb supported efficiently by Paulette Barton as her Private Secretary.  The two men were certainly well cast with David Bainger both by looking and speaking the typical RAF chap, with Russ Kirton’s good interpretation of the science boffin professor who became jelly under the spell of the bespectacled, white coated Minister of Science, beautifully played by Janet Bamberger. With good support from First Lord of the Admiralty Jill Haskell, WRAC Amanda Dann and WRAC Major Danvers Trish Broadley the cast worked hard with a lot of laughs along the way.
Thank you Wadhurst for your hospitality.

A shortened review will appear on the NODA website in due course.

Anne Lawson

Regional Representative

NODA South East

District 3
National Operatic and Dramatic Association
15 The Metro Centre, Peterborough PE2 7UH

Tel: 01733 374790 Fax: 01733 237286 email: info@noda.org.uk Web: www.noda.org.uk
Registered charity number 256460 Registered company number 241572 Registered in England and Wales at the above address 

Patron: The Lord Lloyd Webber

