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Wadhurst Dramatic Club 

Flapper the Musical
Wadhurst Commemoration Hall
Friday 24th January 2014
Director/Choreographer: Kay Sasada
Musical Director: Robin Hare
Flapper is a madcap musical comedy tribute to the roaring ‘20’s from the book written by Tim Kelly with music, and lyrics by Bill Francoeur, full of fun, colour, comedy, energetic dancing and toe tapping music with the added attraction of a Dixie-style live band. A fairly predictable plot – rich Polly Pepper is awaiting her coming of age, just wants to have fun being a flapper and wants to be a Ziegfeld Follies chorus girl. She is about to inherit a huge diamond, she is surrounded by envious girlfriends, young men who play tennis, a slightly mad aunt and her amusing maid Margaret plus lives in a grand mansion. A handsome young man drops in landing on the polo pitch; she is swept off her feet and is flown to the Ziegfeld audition. Meanwhile night club owner Mono Schlumpgarden’s not doing so well, sees an opportunity to steal the diamond by planting her 3 stooges at the party. Radio celebrity gossip Monica Woodsquirrel, together with announcer ‘suds’ Ted Loveland and Everley Sisters - Lydia, Roberta and Roberta sing through corny advertisements and are also to attend the 18th party.  Polly Pepper thinks she’s failed to find out she isn’t in the chorus but is to be the star! The diamond necklace turns out to be paste – the real one of course is in the bank! That more or less covers it.
FRONT OF HOUSE: Was headed by Penny Welham and helped by her blue waist coated team, directing audience to their seats and selling programmes.  A busy bar was manned by the Wadhurst Warriors with Jayne Baldwin and Diane Wale in charge of the ice-cream and sweets stall. It was wonderful to see the hall buzzing with people, which appeared to be full. 
PROGRAMME/PUBLICITY: Purple, black and white was the A5 themed programme, arranged by John Northover and Catherine Whitehead once more.  All society matters covered with a good colour portrait gallery as the centre page.  I have taken copies for this year’s competition.
MUSIC: This was a delight with lively singing and a great live band under the musical direction of obviously very talented and confident MD Robin Hare. The balance was good and the extra screening ensured the vocalists could be heard over the seven piece band.
SCENERY:  Yet again Colin and Nance Hand designed and created a perfect set for the period.  I particularly liked the black and white caracatured side panels with good backdrops depicting the night club and Augusta Granville’s house.  Always a good finish with well chosen props, and Buck’s flying machine was fun.
MAKE UP: The ladies in charge of both hair and makeup did an excellent job on the whole cast with the look of the era just right.

COSTUME: Jill Haskell, Penny Bones and Director Kay Sasada dressed the show superbly. Wonderful colours – with the Ziegfeld girls in electric blue deserving special mention.  It was good to see shoes also well in keeping, Again the thoughtful finishing touches added to the overall effect – flying goggles, tennis racket, long cigarette holder etc. 
SOUND/LIGHTING: The Bush boys together with Tim Knight and Martin Steadman with their usual flair created atmosphere for this lively production.  A novel idea making a little film and projecting this from John’s laptop for the ‘sitting on the flagpole’ challenge was brilliant. Appropriate noises off were well cued and effective. 

THE PRODUCTION: Making her debut Kay Sasada directed and choreographed an undoubted success for WDC supported by Robin Hare as MD and a most energetic and enthusiastic cast and crew.  With twenty five named parts plus the Ziegfeld Girls and chorus this was no mean task undertaken on a small stage.  However, everything worked beautifully.  India Moynihan was a delightful Flapper Polly Pepper gaining confidence as the evening progressed.  She was well supported by her four girlfriends Winnie, (Phoebe Horn) Tweedles (Lauren Hardaway) Bunny (Charlie Frampton) and Daisy Freddie Frampton) plus a jealous Susan Clarice Wale (who also shared the role of Polly). The young men worked hard playing nice cameo roles.  Some good comedic moments from Catherine Whitehead as Margaret the maid, and the three petty crooks set up by Mono Schlumpgarden brilliantly played by Jan Lynam and her strong song ‘Mona’s Moaning Low’. Tom Snee and Charlie Whitehead worked well together as the Milford’s trying to swindle dear Aunt Augusta.  Paul Desrosiers portrayed the character of Buck Wayne with just the right amount of swagger and I particularly liked the duet of ‘Gee You’re Swell’ with Polly in the aeroplane. The lively Zeigfeld Dance routine was very well drilled and performed by the girls.  The whole production was full of vitality and most enjoyable for us the toe tapping audience.  To the rest of the talented cast well done  - you put on a roaring show. 
A précised review will appear on the NODA website shortly.

Anne Lawson
Regional Representative

NODA SE

District 3
National Operatic and Dramatic Association
15 The Metro Centre, Peterborough PE2 7UH

Tel: 01733 374790 Fax: 01733 237286 email: info@noda.org.uk Web: www.noda.org.uk
Registered charity number 256460 Registered company number 241572 Registered in England and Wales at the above address 

Patron: The Lord Lloyd Webber

